2016-04-17 Earth Day Liberty Cruise
Saturday, April 16, 2016 – Pre Cruise

As for most of my pre-cruise trips, I drove a day early to the Houston area and stayed
with my brother at his condo in Galveston. This gives me a little rest before I get down
to series vacation time. The drive all the way from Mansfield to Galveston is just a bit
more than I can handle and now makes me extremely tired, but I had to do it and I was
by myself, so that was it.
This cruise was with a small group of 12 people in six cabins. My roommate was Sherri
Taggart, friend and owner of Cruise Capers Travel. Traveling with us was best friend
from high school, Sherri Manning Steiner and her husband Steve Steiner. Also sailing
were best high school friend Katie Vaughan Cobb, her brother Frank Vaughan, and
sisters Dolores Vaughan Beckwith and Lynda Vaughan Knippers. In addition, frequent
high school cruisers, Dianne Aguilar Gutierrez and husband Joe Gutierrez were there.
Joining us was a new couple, a lady Katie used to work with, Helen Michling and her
husband Bill Michling.

Sunday, April 17, 2016 – Galveston, Texas – Board Ship

My brother, John, was nice enough to drive me to the docks. For a seven-day trip, I
pack two regular sized suitcases and one carry on. My carry on usually has my meds,
my computer, and my travel documentation, including my passport. I told John not to
drop off the carry on. We stopped near a porter. I stayed in the car and John opened
the trunk and gave my bags to him. Then he drove me to the entry. That was when I
discovered John had checked my carry on bag. He ran back to the porter and grabbed a
red bag off of the cart and came back to give it to me. Then he left.
Because of my lower back pain, this cruise was going to be my first trial using a rented
scooter. And I paid extra for a heavy-duty battery.
While the rest of my group was boarding the ship I was sitting waiting for my scooter to
be delivered from Houston. They had told me to call an hour ahead and when I did they
had some stops to make on the way, so I had to wait for them to bring the scooter.
When the scooter arrived, and I was trying to figure out how I was going to load my
carry on, I discovered that it was not mine!!! I immediately gave it to another porter
and told him it needed to go onto the ship.
Now, you’d think I was in trouble here. But, for some reason, this time I was carrying a
larger tote for a purse, and had put my passport and paperwork in it. Whew!!
After checking in and finally arriving on the ship I found Sherry and Steve Steiner, who
were sitting with some people that they had just met. I turned out of all the people on
the whole ship, they had run into Hazel and Bill Michling who were also part of our group.

We all chatted a while and ate some lunch before going to our cabins. Thanks to cell
phones, Sherri Taggart found us. She had already eaten and been all around the ship
but she came to the cabin with me.
Right away it was obvious that the scooter was going to be a problem if it was left inside
the cabin. It was fortunate that our cabin steward said I could leave the scooter outside
the door in the hallway and that he could take the battery and/or the scooter overnight
to charge it.
When it was running, the scooter was great, but the battery had issues holding a charge,
and left me stranded several times in various places on the ship, even after charging it a
couple of times a day.
We had a 6:15 dinnertime with any time dining. But by the time Sherri and I got to our
designated restaurant, Katie and some of the others had already been seated.
Something was lacking in that the cruise line failed to associate our cabins together so
our tables were not together either. We made sure that this problem was corrected for
the next days dinner.
Monday, April 18, 2016 – At Sea

Our first day at sea was the day that everyone discovered they had a $50 onboard credit,
a perk of belong to a group. In addition, everyone got red velvet cupcakes that were a
big hit.
Sherri purchases an Internet connection and was nice enough to share it with me when
she wasn’t using it. I took my computer onboard because I had some things to do
without being connected to the Internet. It was nice to have the connection also.
One of the primary things to do on the first day at sea is to swim and go in the hot tub.
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It was also the day that I figured out my battery was not going to last long enough to
get around on the ship during the daytime and it look like I was not going to be able to
leave the ship on the scooter and be able to get back without the battery dying.
That night at the formal dinner we had two tables next to each other. There were no
larger tables available where we could all sit together. But we had a good opportunity to
take nice pictures.
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After dinner several of us went to see the show, “Motown Divas,” which in my opinion
was mediocre. The singing was okay, but the production was bad.
Tuesday, April 19, 2016 – At Sea

The second day at sea was more sitting in the sun and the hot tub. Some of our group
went to the casino while others explored the ship.
Wednesday, April 20, 2016 – Falmouth, Jamaica

I managed to disembark in Jamaica by walking off the ship and went into the shopping
area at the end of the dock. My main goal was to find the basket guy so I could weave
another basket. I also wanted to look for a hand towel that said Jamaica on it and
maybe even find some Jamaican coffee.
But my walking skills were not good enough for that whole track. I managed to find the
massage tent. A chair massage was also on my to do list, as well as a foot massage.
Then, Joe told me where the basket guy was because I had missed him as I went
through the marketplace.
Sherri and Sherry became best friends for shopping partners. It was nice that Sherry
could keep Sherri entertained in all the jewelry stores. This was where Sherry Steiner
purchased a yellow emerald ring, which was impressive and enviable to Sherri Taggart.
While they were shopping, Sherri bought my a Jamaica kitchen towel.
Everyone met back up at dinnertime to tell about the day.
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After dinner some of us went to see the musical, “Saturday Night Fever,” which was
much better than the Divas.
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Thursday, April 21, 2016 – George Town, Grand Cayman

Thursday was our day in Grand Cayman where everyone would have to tender to the
shore from the ship. Since my scooter was not reliable I did not get off the ship.
Dinnertime was another occasion to meet and talk about the day.
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Friday, April 22, 2016 – Cozumel, Mexico

We arrived in Cozumel around nine in the morning. I had planned to go looking for
some Mexican vanilla and a hand towel from Cozumel but since the scooter wasn’t giving
me enough battery time I didn’t want to get stuck in Mexico so I stayed on the ship
again. Fortunately, I have been to Cayman and Cozumel many times, so it wasn’t too
great a loss to have to stay on the ship. (I’m really whining about the scooter a lot!)
This was a second formal dinner night on the ship and our group was supposed to wear
a tiara or tie. But several didn’t even show up for dinner because they had gone and
done too much in Cozumel.
Saturday, April 23, 2016 – At Sea

We had one more at sea day on our return home to Galveston. Everyone got vanilla
cupcakes second gift. That’s the day cruisers spend some time packing everything back
up so that the suitcases can be left out in the hallway by 11 PM.
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Sunday, April 24, 2016 – Galveston, Texas

Disembarkation day is not too bad when you have a scooter and you can get in the
handicap line. Sherri went through the line with me, but when it was time to have the
scooter picked up, again I had to wait for the guy from the Scooter company to meet me
at the dock.
For some reason I was extremely tired, exhausted, and I had asked Sherri if I could just
go as far as her house in Cypress before I tried to drive home the next day. She left in
her car before my scooter was picked up. My brother, John, was going to pick me up
and take me to my car that I had left in the condo parking lot. Unfortunately, for Sherry
there was extremely bad traffic on I-45 going from Galveston up to the loop so she was
stuck in traffic most of the time that I was waiting for the scooter guy.
Before the scooter guy arrived, the battery on the scooter died again just as I was trying
to position it near a post where the guy could find me. So I called him as he was on his
way, to let him know where I was leaving the scooter. Over the phone, I told him about
all of the difficulties I had in trying to get around on a scooter with a battery that
wouldn’t last more than about an hour. So he was going to talk to the owner and see if
they could give me a discount. They started out only wanting to give me 10% back and I
discussed with them that because of all of the places I had not been able to get off the
ship and finally convince them that they should give me at least 50% of my payment
back. They agreed to this and offered me a 20% discount the next time I wanted to rent
a scooter. I’m not sure if that will happen again.
John picked me up and too me to my car. Based on Sherri’s comments about the traffic,
I took a different route to her house.
Monday, April 25, 2016 – Mansfield, Texas

I was glad I spent the night at Sherri’s because I was really draggy when I got to
Cypress. I left mid-morning and arrived at my house in good time.

